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CLAIMS 



We claim: 

^ ^ method for materialization forecasting with respect to reservation^ffade by 

2 persons for the potential purchase of perishable commodities, comprisin^Jfe steps of: 

3 gathering past reservation information relating to past reserv^ons for perishable 

4 commodities that have already perished; f 

5 gathering current reservation information relathafg to current reservations for 

6 perishable commodities that have not yet perished;^r 

7 comparing said past reservation information and said current reservation 

8 information; S 

9 calculating, based on said comparison, the likelihood that said current reservations 

0 will materialize; and / 

1 outputting materializauon forecast results based on said calculated likelihood. 

1 2. The methoq as set forth in claim 1 , wherein said past reservation information 

2 further includes Wstorical commodity details regarding said past reservations. 

1 3. Tl/e method as set forth in claim 2, wherein said past reservation information 

2 further inpludes Point-of-Sale (POS) information pertaining to said past reservations. 
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4. The method as set forth in claim 3, wherein said past reser^ieon information 
further includes materialization information regarding said past reservations. 

5. The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein smd past reservation information 
includes demographic information about persons who made said past reservations. 

6. The method as set forth in claircr 5, wherein said demographic information 
includes one or more of the following pertaining to said persons making said past 
reservations: age, sex, national origin, citizenship, country of residence, occupation, 
education, annual income, marMI status, reservation frequency. 

7. The method as^et forth in claim 6, wherein said current reservation information 
further includes cun?ent-commodity details regarding said current reservation. 

8. Themiethod as set forth in claim 7, wherein said current reservation information 
further includes POS information pertaining to said current reservations. 

/9. The method as set forth in claim 8, wherein said current reservation information 
includes demographic information about persons making said current reservations. 
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10. The method as set forth in claim 9, wherein said demographic information 
includes one or more of the following pertaining to said pers^ms making said current 
reservations: age, sex, national origin, citizenship, coupffry of residence, occupation, 
education, annual income, marital status, reservatim/frequency* 

11. The method as set forth in cjaim 10, wherein said perishable commodity 
comprises airline seats, and wherein sain historical commodity details include information 
related to one or more of the following regarding said airline seats: carrier name, flight 
origin, flight destination, booking class, flight distance, departure time, connection time, 
arrival time, departu relate, arrival date, flight duration, number of distinct legs 
comprising a complete one-way itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft capacity. 

12. Tpe method as set forth in claim 11, wherein said POS information includes 
one or more of the following: POS type, POS country, booking carrier, booking recency, 
changefrecency, fare code, number of passengers traveling with said persons making said 
pasweservations, length of stay associated with the reservation, time between booking date 
a/d flight date, payment status. 



23 



PATENT 



+ 



DocklHb. RSW9-2000-0052-US1 



13. The method as set forth in claim 12, wherein said current-commodityoetails 
include information related to one or more of the following: carrier name, flight origin, 
flight destination, booking class, flight distance, departure time, conn^duon time, arrival 
time, departure date, arrival date, flight duration, number of ^tinct legs comprising a 
complete one-way itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft capacit 



14. Computer-readable code stored opr media for conducting materialization 
forecasting with respect to reservations jjrade by persons for the potential purchase of 
perishable commodities, comprising^ 

first subprocesses for gathering past reservation information relating to past 
reservations for perishable commodities that have already perished; 

second subprocesses forgathering current reservation information relating to current 
reservations for perisnable commodities that have not yet perished; 

third subprocesses for comparing said past reservation information and said current 
reservation information; 

fou^h subprocesses for calculating, based on said comprison, the likelihood that 
said cupent reservations will materialize; and 

fifth subprocesses for outputting materialization forecast results based on said 
calculated likelihood. 
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1 15. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 14, wherein said past 

2 reservation information further includes historical commodity details rega^aing said past 

3 reservations. 

16. The computer-readable code as set forth i^r claim 15, wherein said past 
reservation information further includes Point-of-Sal^POS) information pertaining to said 
past reservations. 

17. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 16, wherein said past 
reservation information further ijrcludes materialization information regarding said past 
reservations. 

18. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 17, wherein said past 
reservation information includes demographic information about persons who made said 
past reservations 

1 19. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 18, wherein said demographic 

2 information includes one or more of the following pertaining to said persons making said 

3 past reservations: age, sex, national origin, citizenship, country of residence, occupation, 

4 education, annual income, marital status, reservation frequency. 
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20. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 19, wherein sad current 
reservation information further includes current-commodity details regMOing said current 



reservation. 



21. The computer-readable code as set forth inynaim 20, wherein said current 
reservation information further includes POS infofrnation pertaining to said current 



reservations. 

22. The computer-readable code^as set forth in claim 21, wherein said current 
reservation information includes dejnographic information about persons making said 
current reservations. 

23. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 22, wherein said demographic 
information includes one/or more of the following pertaining to said persons making said 
current reservations^ age, sex, national origin, citizenship, country of residence, 
occupation, education, annual income, marital status, reservation frequency. 



24. Tjjne computer-readable code as set forth in claim 23, wherein said perishable 
commodity comprises airline seats, and wherein said historical commodity details include 
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information related to one or more of the following regarding said airline seats: carrier 
name, flight origin, flight destination, booking class, flight distance Voeparture time, 
connection time, arrival time, departure date, arrival date, flight uration, number of 
distinct legs comprising a complete one-way itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft capacity. 

25. The computer-readable code as set fofth in claim 24, wherein said POS 
information includes one or more of the following: POS type, POS country, booking 
carrier, booking recency, change recencv^are code, number of passengers traveling with 
said persons making said past reserv^fuons, length of stay associated with the reservation, 
time between booking date andiflight date, payment status. 



26. The computer-readable code as set forth in claim 25, wherein said current- 
commodity details include information related to one or more of the following: carrier 
name, flight oc^in, flight destination, booking class, flight distance, departure time, 
connection rime, arrival time, departure date, arrival date, flight duration, number of 
distinct l^s comprising a complete one-way itinerary, aircraft type, aircraft capacity. 
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